
How Among Us Sky-
rocketed in Popularity
By Zoe Fickett 

 Unless you have been living under a rock, 
or just don’t fancy video games, you’ve proba-
bly heard of the game Among Us. Among Us is 
an online multiplayer game released in June of 
2018, but has recently skyrocketed in popularity. 
Players will either be Crewmates or Imposters, 
with more Crewmates than Imposters. In mid-
2020, around September, Among Us took off 
on a tremendous spike in popularity. So what 
makes the game so popular, and what started off 
WKLV�VXUJH�LQ�SRSXODULW\"
 On July 15th, 2020, the Twitch streamer 
Chance Morris, better known as “Sodapoppin”, 
VWUHDPHG�KLPVHOI�SOD\LQJ�$PRQJ�8V�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�
time. Sodapoppin has a large audience on Twitch, 
so naturally, others were interested in the game. 
6R��ZKDW�LV�WKH�JDPH�DOO�DERXW"�$PRQJ�8V�KDV�
three different maps, all set in space. Each round 
consists of 4-10 players, with 1-3 of the players 
being Imposters, and the rest being Crewmates. 
&UHZPDWHV� KDYH� WDVNV� WKDW� WKH\� PXVW� ¿QLVK�
around the spaceship, while Imposters have to 
kill the Crewmates without being detected. Once 
an Imposter kills someone, and the dead body is 
found, it is reported by a Crewmate, and there 
is a meeting where everyone discusses who did 
it. The crew then decides on who to eject, and 

if they successfully eject all Imposters, the Crew-
mates win. If the Imposters end up outnumbering 
the Crewmates, the Imposters win. There are also 
other fun elements to being an Imposter, such as 
sabotaging parts of the ship or dropping into the 
vents scattered around the map.
 When Among Us was originally released in 
June of 2018, it had about a regular 30-50 players 
playing. The company, Inner Sloth, still updated 
the game frequently. After Sodapoppin’s stream, 
it went from an average of 30-50 players to 1.5 
million. The game is especially popular right now 
since everyone is in quarantine, and it gives us all 
something to do. It’s also available on iOS, An-
droid, and Steam, and can crossplay between any 
of those platforms. 
 The game has also created a rise in the us-
age of the messaging software Discord. Discord 
is a platform mostly used by gamers and gaming 
communities. The app has an array of features, 
including text messaging, voice/video calls, and 
PHGLD�¿OHV��DOO�DEOH�WR�EH�XVHG�RYHU�VHUYHUV��FRP-

munities of more than one Discord user) or private 
chatting. Discord and Among Us can easily go hand 
in hand. Given most everyone is quarantining, play-
ers can meet virtually over Discord and voice/video 
chat whilst playing Among Us together. Oftentimes, 
players will mute whilst playing so they don’t reveal 
who the Imposter is, and then when there is a meet-
ing time they will all unmute and discuss. Once the 
Among Us spike happened, Discord went along with 
it.
 Originally, Inner Sloth was going to create 
Among Us 2, but because of the original’s popularity, 
the company has decided to focus on making updates 
for Among Us. Inner Sloth is keen on committing 
to their projects, as we can see with how long they 
persisted with Among Us. The gaming community is 
looking forward to Among Us’ updates and the fu-
ture of Inner Sloth’s games. Not only do I think that 
Among Us is a game worthy of talking about in gen-
eral, but I think it also serves as a success story for 
small projects, showing that: if you persist and have 
grit, it will work out in the end.

Rise to the Top: How 
the Dodgers Won 
the World Series!
By Carter Sand

It’s no surprise that the Los Angeles Dodgers 
¿QLVKHG�¿UVW�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�/HDJXH�:HVW���7KH�
'RGJHUV�KDYH�¿QLVKHG�¿UVW�IRU�WKH�SDVW�HLJKW�VHD-
sons, and as shortstop Cory Seager said, “We’ve 
EHHQ�RQ�D�SUHWW\�VSHFLDO�UXQ´���6WDU�ULJKW�¿HOGHU�
Mookie Betts said , “It’s just step one to where 
ZH�ZDQW� WR� EH�´� �7KH�'RGJHUV�¿UVW� FKDOOHQJHU�
was the San Diego Padres who came up short in 
all three games against the Dodgers. 
  The Dodgers then had to face the Atlan-
ta Braves who got off to an amazing 3-1 lead 
in the series.  Things weren’t looking great for 
WKH� 'RGJHUV�� EXW� WKH\�ZHUH� DEOH� WR� ¿JKW� WKHLU�
way back to beat the Braves and advance to the 
World Series.  
 The Dodgers had to face the Tampa Bay 
Rays who had only made the playoffs six times 
in their twenty-three seasons.  LA started their 
DFH��&OD\WRQ�.HUVKDZ��LQ�WKH�¿UVW�JDPH���+H�ZDV�
dominant and they took a 1-0 series lead.  Tam-
pa Bay beat LA 6-4 in game 2 tying the series at 
���7KH�'RGJHUV�WKHQ�ÀLSSHG�WKH�VFULSW�DQG�ZRQ�
game three, 6-2.  
 In game 4, they had a 2 run lead going 
into the ninth, but after two Tampa Bay runners 

reached base with 2 outs, the Dodgers closer had 
to face one more batter.  He gave up a single to 
ULJKW�¿HOG�WKDW�VFRUHG���UXQ�W\LQJ�WKH�JDPH��EXW�DI-
WHU�D�¿HOGLQJ�HUURU�E\�'RGJHUV�FHQWHU�¿HOGHU�&KULV�
Taylor, Randy Arozarena of the Tampa Bay Rays 
rounded third base and started heading home.  
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ball to catcher Will Smith.  While this was hap-
pening, Arozarena fell, but Dodgers catcher Smith 
missed the throw from Muncy allowing Arozarena 
to score. Here is a link to the play: (Link).  This 
resulted in a Tampa Bay Win, tying the series at 2.  
 The Dodgers Clayton Kershaw then won 
Game 5, 4-2, resulting in the Dodgers moving 
ahead in the series, 3-2.  In game 6, Dodgers rook-
LH�7RQ\�*RQVROLQ�WRRN�WKH�PRXQG�WR�WU\�WR�¿QLVK�
off the Tampa Bay Rays.  He got off to a bad start 
after giving up a solo home run to Randy Arozare-
QD�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�LQQLQJ���$IWHU�WKDW��WKH�'RGJHUV�%XOO-
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7KLV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�'RGJHUV�¿UVW�:RUOG�6HULHV�ZLQ�

in 35 years.  
 There was one slight problem during the game 
though.  Dodgers third baseman Justin Turner was 
removed in the sixth inning after receiving a positive 
covid test.  He was not supposed to come out onto 
WKH�¿HOG�WR�FHOHEUDWH��\HW�KH�GLG�VR�DQ\ZD\���7KH�FDVH�
was put under investigation, and after apologizing 
for his actions, there was no punishment for the all-
star third baseman.
 The Dodgers were also playing one player 
short this season after Dodgers starting pitcher David 
Price opted out of the 2020 season due to covid-19 
just weeks after the Dodgers acquired him.  Hopeful-
ly he will be back for the 2021 season.  It just goes 
WR�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH�'RGJHUV�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�¿JKW�DQG�SHU-
severance in them to win a World Series title short a 
starting pitcher.  
 Not only did the Dodgers win the world series 
this year, but the LA Lakers also won their champi-
onship as well!  All in all, it was a pretty special year 
for LA.
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