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 NASA spends about $22.5 billion each 
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has been creating marvelous ways to get to space 
and continuing to learn from experiments con-
ducted in the International Space Station. NASA 
has been around for 62 years and they have hit 
many milestones.  NASA also built an entire 
laboratory in space with the help of space shut-
tles.  They have also been building and launch-
ing rockets. NASA is pretty awesome.
 The Space Shuttle Program was a great 
way to launch American astronauts from Amer-
ican soil.  The Space Shuttle is a spaceship that 
lands like an airplane when it comes back to 
earth.  Former astronaut Bob Crippen describes 
the shuttle as “one of the most marvelous vehi-
cles that has ever gone into space or done any-
thing.”  NASA built 5 Space Shuttles that were 
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Endeavour debuted in 1992. A prototype, Enter-
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to and from space. The Space Shuttle was about 
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pounds. The Space Shuttle had a large robotic 
arm inside the cabin.  Its sole purpose was to 
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them back to earth if they were not salvageable.  
When the International Space Station (ISS) was 
completed, the Space Shuttle was no longer 
needed.
 Rockets are the key to NASA’s space pro-
gram.  Rockets are quite simple, but they sure 
DUH� H[SHQVLYH�� � 5RFNHWV� DUH� PDGH� XS� RI� ¿YH�
FRPSRQHQWV���7KH�¿UVW�RQH�LV�FDUJR�RU�VRPHWKLQJ�

to carry like supplies or people.  The second and 
third things are fuel and air.  The rocket needs the 
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components are a place for the hot stuff to come 
out and a way to steer.  All rockets have boosters 
at the bottom and most of the boosters can move 
in order to steer.  Rockets weigh about 9 million 
pounds and most of them are taller than the stat-
ue of liberty.  Rockets are the only way to get to 
space.  Without the power and force that a rocket 
generates, people would not be able to leave the 
planet.  Rockets are extremely simple yet import-
ant.
 The International Space Station (ISS) is the 
most expensive and complex creation ever made.  
The ISS is a giant laboratory in space that orbits 
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cost about $100 billion.  The station has had as-
tronauts living in it since it has been around. It or-
bits the Earth sixteen times a day at 17,500 miles 
per hour.  Because it has people living on it 24/7, 
NASA sends supply shipments up to the station 
every few months with food, water, oxygen and 
other supplies.  The ISS 
is used to make awe-
some discoveries about 
our planet.  The ISS 
helps people on Earth 
learn more about micro-
gravity and weightless-
ness.  Many items we 
use in everyday life like 
cameras, light bulbs, and 
shoes, were all created 

thanks to NASA.  The ISS is an important part of 
this age of discovery that we live in.
 NASA is always improving our knowledge 
about our planet and space travel.  NASA made a 
great advancement when they created the space shut-
tle program.  NASA learned the pros and cons of reus-
able space vehicles and how to repair things in space. 
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ing high since 1926 and they are a key component in 
space travel.  The ISS is an amazing accomplishment 
as well.  NASA has truly accomplished the impossi-
ble.
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